
Overview

Michael has been instructed in major heavyweight criminal cases for
over twenty years, though in recent years his practice has gravitated
to regulatory, private client and defendant insured work.

His involvement in a number of notorious cases, including those from
the Strangeways riots of the early 90’s, countless ‘Gunchester’
murder trials, to the defence of the infamous serial killer Dale Cregan
and of Thomas Mair, the killer of MP Jo Cox, has given him a wealth
of experience of advocacy at the sharp end, which he now deploys in
defending companies faced with inquests and prosecutions. He has
led for the defence and the Crown in countless cases.

Highly sought after for his regulatory work, Michael’s practice
encompasses food safety, health and safety (defence and
prosecutions), police and prison officer disciplinary hearings and
Inquests.
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Cases

The following are examples of recent Inquests where Michael has
appeared on behalf of companies which have received significant
media attention:

http://www.kentonline.co.uk/malling/news/inquest-hears-tragic-
scuba-divers-44707/

http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-
manchester-news/heating-engineer-died-after-one-tonne-8167728

Other cases that have attracted significant press interest:

http://www.southwales-eveningpost.co.uk/Dad-buried-alive-deep-
trench-west-Wales-building/story-23054751-detail/story.html

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3053590/No-prosecution-
death-nine-day-old-baby-Joshua-maternity-unit-midwives-failure-
spot-infection-sparked-inquiry-18-baby-deaths.html

http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/maghull-
private-tutor-steven-heatman-3373708

Recommendations

“Michael Lavery is an analytical thinker. He’s really a go-to barrister.
He’s brilliant with clients and a great jury advocate – they warm to
him straight away.”

“He’s got huge experience and reassures troublesome defendants.”
Chambers and Partners 2026

“Michael is fearless. A barrister at the top of his game.”
The Legal 500, 2026

“Juries really like him and he is a really persuasive advocate. He has
fantastic client care skills and is at the top of his game.”

“He combines super advocacy with being a real, relatable guy.”

“Michael is a senior advocate who can combine super advocacy with
being a really relatable guy.”
Chambers and Partners 2025
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“Michael is exceptional and highly sought after; one of the best
around. Juries love him and clients are delighted to have him on their
side, as he is a fantastic jury advocate, quick on his feet, and quick
witted.”

“Michael is very well-received by the full range of clients, from
murderers to company directors. He has an easy manner with all of
them and in court is an extremely persuasive and empathetic jury
advocate.”
The Legal 500, 2025

“Michael is a great advocate and a real everyman – there isn’t a
client that doesn’t like him.”

“He is incredibly experienced, very skilful in court and with clients.”

“Michael is a persuasive advocate both in and out of the courtroom
who is able to get to the central issues of a case quickly and deal with
them.”
Chambers and Partners 2024

“Michael is an extremely competent and charismatic barrister. He
puts clients at ease but at the same time gives them realistic and
forthright advice, he is well respected by all in the criminal justice
system as a highly-experienced, first-class barrister, and he has an
impressive court presence and judges really listen to him.”

“Michael is at the top of his game and is always instructed on the
best cases on the circuit. He is highly sought after, a real fighter, and
a true jury advocate, as he really excels in the courtroom where his
advocacy skills are highlighted and he stands head and shoulders
above his peers; he is a really polished performer.”
The Legal 500, 2024

“Michael is a knowledgeable, thoroughly prepared and experienced
barrister.”
Chambers and Partners 2023

“He is extremely good with clients and very astute.” “He is a true
advocate.” “Very pleasant to deal with.”
Chambers and Partners 2022

“Unflappable with outstanding judgement. Michael carries the
confidence of client and solicitors at all times.” “Michael is extremely
approachable with clients; he knows how to put them at ease and he
has great empathy with them. His knowledge of the criminal law and
procedure is second to none and he thoroughly prepares all cases. He
is a force to be reckoned with in a court room.”
The Legal 500, 2022
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“He is a real people person; he is great with a jury and very good in
conference too.” “Very good with the clients, realistic and a safe pair
of hands.” “He is just excellent in relation to serious and complex
crime cases. He is down to earth and very efficient.”
Chambers and Partners 2021

“He is excellent with attention to detail, very methodical,
approachable and hands on. Very good with clients, down to earth
and gives pragmatic and honest advice even in difficult situations.
Always ready for trials, organised and builds good Solicitor-Counsel
relationships.” “A real people person, which translates effectively in
his performance before a jury.”
The Legal 500, 2021

“He’s a fantastic jury advocate.” “A fantastic barrister – he is
incredibly practical and very, very sharp in identifying the
weaknesses in a case.” “He’s a lovely advocate and is very jury-
friendly. He is so organised and he reacts to things extremely
quickly.”
Chambers and Partners 2020

“Always goes the extra mile for his clients.” “Technically excellent
but also able to give pragmatic advice to clients.”
The Legal 500, 2020

“He has the ability to deal with difficult clients and is down to earth
but tactically astute.” “He is an excellent junior. He is very good with
both clients and juries.” “He is excellent; he has a real attention to
detail, is very polished and confident in court and puts clients at
ease. He’s a top-notch barrister.”
Chambers and Partners 2019

“He works very well with those instructing him to ensure his client’s
interests are always served through his robust advice.” “Michael has
exceptional knowledge and has an ability to relate to his clients
which immediately puts them at ease.”
Chambers and Partners 2018

“Recommended for a wide spectrum of regulatory matters.”
The Legal 500, 2018/19

“A very smooth speaker and operator, he is very client-friendly and
very engaging.” “A no-nonsense and very able barrister.” “Charming,
hard-working and diligent.”
Chambers and Partners 2017

“He puts the client before everything.” “An impeccable courtroom
performer.”
The Legal 500, 2017
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“He does the heavyweight work.” “I would be happy to have him
representing me, he’s a well-respected junior.”
Chambers and Partners 2016

“At the forefront of regulatory/health and safety work on the
Northern Circuit.”
The Legal 500, 2016
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