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Appointments
• Honorary Life Member, Association of
Personal Injury Lawyers
• Working Party member and contributor
to the Guide to the Conduct of Cases
Involving Serious Injury

Memberships
• APIL
• ALBA
• PIBA
• PNBA

Education
• Trinity College, Dublin
• Liverpool John Moores University
• Liverpool College

Matthew Stockwell		

With a postgraduate degree focusing on mental capacity and consent
to treatment in the context of obstetric management, Matthew has
extensive advisory and advocacy experience in cases concerning
welfare, financial and serious medical treatment decisions, deprivation
of liberty safeguards challenges, displacement of nearest relatives,
judicial review, inherent jurisdiction and habeas corpus applications.
Matthew has acted for local authorities, NHS trusts, CCGs, patients,
protected parties (often through the Official Solicitor or advocates)
and family members at all levels. He has personally been instructed in
some of the most significant cases in the development of the Mental
Capacity Act jurisdiction (for example, Dunhill v Burgin and IM v LM
& Others, respectively the leading authorities on capacity to litigate
and capacity to consent to sexual relations) and brings complimentary
experience of judicial review, community care, education, clinical
negligence and personal injury law to his mental capacity and mental
health work.
Matthew provides clear and practical advice, often on an urgent
basis, with a reputation for accessibility and going the extra mile.
He has particular experience of cases involving acquired brain injury,
jurisdictional disputes and those with complex clinical or forensic issues.
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Publications
•
•
•
•

Co-author of the APIL Guide to Accidents at Work.
Chapter editor and contributor to APIL Personal Injury: Law, Practice and Precedents
Service (since 2017).
Specialist contributor to Judicial Review: Law & Practice (Jordans – 1st and 2nd
Editions).
Past Editorial Board Member, Journal of Personal Injury Law.

Beyond the Bar
Outside work, Matthew’s main interests are cooking (an early starter at 4 years of age),
outdoor sports (including skiing, walking and scuba diving), travelling (highlights include
trekking to Machu Picchu, diving and sailing around the Galapagos Islands, watching the
sunrise from the Ganges River in Varanasi and visiting Mountain Gorilla families in the
rainforests of Rwanda) and family (he is married with two small and boundlessly energetic
children).
Matthew is also a Community Governor at Palmerston School, a state special school for
boys and girls aged from 11 to 19, which nurtures and supports young people with more
serious and profound learning disability.
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Recommendations
“Great attention to detail and organisational skills. Genuine empathy with clients. Not
afraid to take on complex cases.”
“Matthew is a fantastic legal mind but approachable with clients and lawyers alike. He is
a superb tactician and is prepared to explore all avenues to drive a case to success. He will
remain a go-to barrister for clinical negligence work.” The Legal 500 2022
“He knows the topics inside out and he knows the direction he wants cases to go in.”
“An excellent senior junior barrister - he really gets into the minutiae of the case.” “A superb
tactician who is great on the detail and very approachable.” Chambers & Partners 2022
“He is very responsive and helpful in answering questions. His questioning of experts in
conference is very well prepared and thorough. He is very clear with clients.”
“He is excellent at getting to the heart of cases. He has a very good knowledge of relevant
case law and the CPR and I know that I can rely upon his advice. He has excellent client
care skills too and is flexible in his dealings with the clients and experts. He knows how to
gain their trust. He plans cases ahead of time. Always keen to be helpful.” The Legal 500
2021
“He has a good manner with clients.” Chambers & Partners 2021
“Is an encyclopaedia of forensic and tactical knowledge.” “He is an organised and
persuasive advocate both in orally and in writing.” The Legal 500 2020
“He is an organised and persuasive advocate and an encyclopaedia of forensic and
tactical knowledge.” The Legal 500 2018/19
“His recall of principle is encyclopaedic.” The Legal 500 2017
“His empathetic approach goes down well with clients. He works hard and achieves good
results as a consequence.” Chambers & Partners 2016
“He is very capable and has a good approach to the work. Very straightforward and
knowledgeable, he keeps up to date with the law and the process in this area.” Chambers
& Partners 2016
“Well known for handling complex personal injury cases, particularly those involving brain
injury and issues relating to mental capacity. Interviewees praise his high level of technical
skill. “Out of all the barristers I deal with he has a unique ability to spot appeal points and
persuade the court to accept his point of view.” “He is very good on paper and on his feet.”
Chambers & Partners 2015
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clinical negligence claims.” The Legal 500 2011
“Matthew Stockwell is praised for his expertise in community care law.” The Legal 500
2011
“Chambers has developed a local authority following for regulatory and public law
instructions, spearheaded by Matthew Stockwell.” The Legal 500 2010
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