
Chris Richards  T:  0845 300 7747  |  W:  exchangechambers.co.uk  |  richards@exchangechambers.co.uk

T: 0845 300 7747
W: exchangechambers.co.uk richards@exchangechambers.co.uk

Practice Overview

Chris was called to the Bar in 2016. He became a tenant of Exchange 
Chambers in September 2017 following the successful completion of his 
common law pupillage with Chambers.

Chris is a specialist personal injury practitioner.

Chris has a strong multi-track practice and an established fast-track 
practice. Chris accepts instructions across all areas of personal injury 
work, including road traffic accident claims, occupier’s liability claims, 
and public liability claims. Chris regularly acts in cases of significant 
value, often representing Claimants who have suffered lifelong injury 
and compromise at work. Chris has appeared in the County Court and 
High Court and has extensive appellate experience.

Chris has recently been appointed to the prestigious Attorney General’s 
Regional C Panel (to run from March 2023).

Recent multi-track instructions include the following (updated in 
January 2023):
• An ongoing claim involving a significant spinal injury, with the claim 
pleaded up to £200,000 (and likely to increase); 
• A successful claim involving a serious injury to a foot, with the claim 
being settled for more than £30,000 (August 2022);
• A successful claim involving a serious fracture injury to an ankle, which   
successfully settled for £80,000 (around May 2022);
• A successful claim involving a significant injury to the knee, which 
settled for over £100,000 in damages and costs (March 2022). 

Chris believes strongly that people who have been injured should have 
access to effective representation. For more information about Chris’s 
experience in representing Claimants, please see the ‘Personal Injury’ 
tab.
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Chris frequently assists with defending claims brought against insurers and local 
authorities. For more information about Chris’s experience in representing Defendants, 
please see the ‘Personal Injury: Defence’ tab.

Chris is incredibly client-focused and approachable and understands the importance of 
a strong relationship with his clients and instructing solicitors. He prides himself on quick 
turnaround of papers, and is happy to provide advice on an informal basis.

 

Education

• 2009-2012, BA degree in Geography; Emmanuel College, Cambridge [Class 2:1]
• 2012-2013: MSc degree in Quaternary Science; Royal Holloway, University of London 

[Merit]
• 2014-2015: Graduate Diploma in Law; City Law School, City University, London 

[Commendation]
• 2015-2016: Bar Professional Training Course, City Law School, City University, London 

[Very Competent]
• 2010: Hooper Senior Scholarship; Emmanuel College, Cambridge
• 2012: Geography Department Scholarship; Royal Holloway, University of London
• 2014: Winner of the CEPLER (University of Birmingham) national essay writing 

competition
• 2015: Exhibition Award, Inner Temple

 

Recommendations

 
“Just a quick email to again say a BIG thank you from myself and my wife for your professional 
help in getting the excellent result in court for us […], it was such a pleasure to meet you, and 
your advice on the day put me at ease in the court room, and we both thought you were very 
thorough in your cross examining […] and presenting the evidence and your summing up at 
the end, enabling the judge to make the correct decision, Justice for me was truly achieved 
on that day.”
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Cases

December 2022: Chris successfully represented a retired police officer who suffered a 
serious burn injury after an accident at a hotel. After a one-day trial in Hull County Court, 
Chris successfully proved that the tour operator was to blame and the Claimant was 
awarded almost £20,000 for their damages and costs.

August 2022: Chris successfully represented a veterinarian who was badly injured after 
falling into a manhole. The Defendant agreed to settle the claim before trial and pay the 
Claimant £30,500 on account of his damages.

May 2022: Chris successfully represented a lady who was injured after a slipping accident 
at a supermarket. The Defendant agreed to settle the case and pay the Claimant 
£80,000 on account of her damages.

March 2022: Chris successfully represented an electrician who made a high-value claim after 
being injured in an accident at work. The claim was complex and involved difficult issues 
of vicarious liability. With careful preparation of the case from Chris and his experienced 
solicitors, the Defendant agreed to settle the case and pay the Claimant over £100,000 for 
his damages and costs.

February 2022: Chris acted for the successful Claimant in the reported case of Melloy & Anor 
v UK Insurance Ltd [2022] EW Misc 4 (CC) The case was an important clarification of the costs 
to be awarded where more than one Claimant brings a fixed costs claim following a road 
traffic accident using a single claim form. 

November 2021: Chris successfully represented a lady who suffered a serious injury to her leg 
after falling into a broken manhole. The water company suggested that they did not need to 
regularly check manholes to make sure they were safe. Chris proved that the water company 
should have done more and the Claimant was awarded more than £24,000 in damages and 
costs.

February 2021: Chris successfully represented a police officer who was injured in a tripping 
accident at work. Chris proved that the police force had failed to provide the officer with a 
safe place of work. After a one-day trial in Middlesbrough County Court, the Claimant was 
awarded over £18,000 in damages and costs.

November 2020: Chris acted for a Claimant who had suffered a serious laceration injury 
whilst working at a school. After a one-day trial in Luton County Court, the Claimant was 
awarded over £13,000 in damages and costs. 
 
October 2020: Chris represented a police officer who had been injured whilst being taught 
to use a stinger device. The police force defended the claim and said that the Claimant 
was responsible for the accident. Chris represented the Claimant during a one-day trial in 
Beverley County Court. Chris proved that the police force was to blame, and the Claimant 
was awarded more than £14,000 in damages and costs.
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August 2020: Chris acted for a local authority who had been accused of causing damage 
to a car. The Claimant argued that the local authority had failed to properly maintain a 
public highway. Chris proved that the claim had no real prospect of success and successfully 
obtained summary judgement. 

July 2020: Chris successfully obtained the approval of the court for a significant settlement in 
a clinical negligence case. The court agreed that £95,000 should be awarded to a Claimant 
who required years of additional renal dialysis due to negligent treatment provided to him 
by two General Practitioners. 

July 2020: Chris acted for a Claimant who was accused of fabricating his injuries after a 
road traffic accident in Manchester. Chris proved that the Claimant was telling the truth, and 
the Claimant was awarded around £10,000 in damages and costs as a result.

February 2020: Chris successfully appealed an award of compensation which had been 
awarded by the Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority in respect of a significant brain 
injury. The successful Appellant was awarded £55,000 in compensation.

January 2020: Chris successfully appealed the decision of a Deputy District Judge to 
allocate a professional negligence claim to the small-claims track. The appeal involved a 
direct challenge to the exercise of the discretion by the Judge at first instance. The appeal 
was heard by HHJ Wood QC in Liverpool.

October 2019: Chris successfully acted for a Claimant who had suffered a crush injury whilst 
working on a forklift. Chris proved that the Claimant’s employer had failed to provide him 
with appropriate training, and the Claimant was awarded over £14,000 in damages and 
costs.

September 2019: Chris acted for a Defendant who had accumulated twelve points on his 
driving licence and was due to be disqualified. Chris successfully argued that the Defendant 
would suffer exceptional hardship if he was banned from driving. The driving ban was 
suspended. 

August 2019: Chris acted for a Claimant who had suffered a wrist injury after a fall in a 
convenience store. After a one-day trial in Stockport County Court, the Claimant was 
awarded almost £14,000 in damages and costs.

July 2019: Chris successfully appealed an award of compensation which had been awarded 
by the Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority in respect of a very serious assault. The 
successful Appellant was awarded over £23,000 in compensation.

March 2019: Chris successfully acted for a Claimant who had suffered a serious spinal injury 
in a road traffic accident. A District Judge agreed that the Defendant had been negligent, 
and awarded the Claimant over £17,000 in damages and costs.

January 2019: Chris secured the acquittal of a Defendant who had been charged with the 
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breach of a restraining order. After a two-day trial in Preston Crown Court, the jury returned 
unanimous verdicts of not guilty. 

October 2018: Chris successfully represented a Claimant who had suffered a repetitive strain 
injury whilst employed as a cabling engineer. After a one-day trial in Grimsby County Court, 
the Claimant was awarded over £6,000 in damages and a very substantial award of costs. 

July 2018: Chris acted for a Defendant who had pleaded guilty to several breaches of a 
Sexual Offences Prevention Order. After a lengthy plea in mitigation, including reference to 
a Court of Appeal authority, the custodial sentence was suspended.

June 2018: Chris successfully prosecuted two Carlisle men for causing grievous bodily harm 
with intent. After a four-day trial in Carlisle Crown Court, the two Defendants were sentenced 
to 10 years’ imprisonment.

May 2018: Chris acted for a Claimant who was accused of exaggerating her injuries after a 
road traffic accident in Bradford. Chris proved that the Claimant was telling the truth, and 
the Claimant was awarded around £9,500 in damages and costs as a result.

March 2018: Chris successfully appealed a conviction for drug-driving on the highly unusual 
grounds that the Defendant, who had pleaded guilty in the magistrates’ court, had not 
actually intended to plead guilty (an ‘equivocal plea’).

October 2017: Chris acted for a Claimant who sustained serious injuries after a fall in a 
Liverpool nightclub. A District Judge found that the Defendant had been negligent, and 
awarded the Claimant over £55,000 in damages and costs.October 2017: Chris acted for a 
Claimant who sustained serious injuries after a fall in a Liverpool nightclub. A District Judge 
found that the Defendant had been negligent, and awarded the Claimant over £55,000 in 
damages and costs.


