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Practice Overview

Chris was called to the Bar in 2016. He became a tenant of Exchange 
Chambers in September 2017 following the successful completion of his 
common law pupillage with Chambers.

Chris is a specialist personal injury practitioner.

Chris has a strong multi-track practice and an established fast-track practice. 
Chris accepts instructions across all areas of personal injury work, including 
road traffic accident claims, occupier’s liability claims, public liability claims, 
and industrial disease. Chris regularly acts in cases of significant value, often 
representing Claimants who have suffered lifelong injury and compromise 
at work. Chris has appeared in the County Court and High Court and has 
extensive appellate experience.

Chris has recently been appointed to the prestigious Attorney General’s 
Regional C Panel (from March 2023 onwards).

Recent multi-track instructions include the following (updated in January 
2024):

• An ongoing case involving the traumatic amputation of an arm;
• An ongoing case involving a serious injury to the spine, with the final claim 

likely to be pleaded in excess of £500,000;

• An ongoing case involving disabling physical and psychological injuries, 
with an almost complete loss of ability to work.

Chris believes strongly that people who have been injured should have access 
to effective representation. For more information about Chris’s experience in 
representing Claimants, please see the ‘Personal Injury’ tab.

Chris frequently assists with defending claims brought against insurers 
and local authorities. For more information about Chris’s experience in 
representing Defendants, please see the ‘Personal Injury: Defence’ tab.

Chris Richards

Call 2016
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 Megan Hawke

 0113 203 1985

 Memberships
• Personal Injury Bar Association
• Northern Circuit 
• Attorney General’s Regional Panel 
(Panel C; March 2023 onwards)

Beyond the Bar
Rowing, mountain biking, nature 
conservation
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Chris is incredibly client-focused and approachable and understands the importance of a strong 
relationship with his clients and instructing solicitors. He prides himself on quick turnaround of 
papers, and is happy to provide advice on an informal basis.

Education

• 2009-2012, BA degree in Geography; Emmanuel College, Cambridge [Class 2:1]
• 2012-2013: MSc degree in Quaternary Science; Royal Holloway, University of London 

[Merit]
• 2014-2015: Graduate Diploma in Law; City Law School, City University, London 

[Commendation]
• 2015-2016: Bar Professional Training Course, City Law School, City University, London 

[Very Competent]
• 2010: Hooper Senior Scholarship; Emmanuel College, Cambridge
• 2012: Geography Department Scholarship; Royal Holloway, University of London
• 2014: Winner of the CEPLER (University of Birmingham) national essay writing 

competition
• 2015: Exhibition Award, Inner Temple

 

Recommendations

 
“Just a quick email to again say a BIG thank you from myself and my wife for your professional 
help in getting the excellent result in court for us […], it was such a pleasure to meet you, and 
your advice on the day put me at ease in the court room, and we both thought you were very 
thorough in your cross examining […] and presenting the evidence and your summing up at 
the end, enabling the judge to make the correct decision, Justice for me was truly achieved 
on that day.”
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Cases

November/December 2023: Chris represented a government agency in an inquest 
following a death in a prison. The scope of the inquest was broadened by the finding of 
the Coroner that Article 2 of the ECHR had been engaged. The inquest also involved a jury.

November 2023: Chris successfully represented a refugee who had been badly burned in 
an accident at work. The Defendant alleged that the Claimant had been lying about the 
extent of her injuries. Chris proved that the Claimant was telling the truth, and recovered 
a total of £41,686 in damages for the Claimant. Chris also defeated an application for a 
wasted costs order against her solicitors.

July 2023: Chris successfully represented a Claimant who pursued a high-value claim for 
credit hire following an accident where their vehicle had been damaged. After a one-day 
hearing in Lancaster County Court, the Claimant was awarded over £50,000 for their 
damages and costs.

July 2023: Chris represented a government agency in their application to rely upon 
a witness summary as part of a long-running case in the High Court. Chris prepared a 
detailed skeleton argument, and attended a hearing in the Royal Courts of Justice. The 
Court agreed with Chris that the Defendant should have permission to rely upon their 
witness summary.

June/July 2023: Chris represented a medical expert who had been accused of negligently 
preparing a medical report. The Defendant sought a wasted costs order against the 
medical expert. Chris defeated the application and obtained an order for the Defendant 
to pay the medical expert’s costs.

December 2022: Chris successfully represented a retired police officer who suffered a 
serious burn injury after an accident at a hotel. After a one-day trial in Hull County Court, 
Chris successfully proved that the tour operator was to blame, and the Claimant was 
awarded almost £20,000 for their damages and costs.

August 2022: Chris successfully represented a veterinarian who was badly injured after 
falling into a manhole. The Defendant agreed to settle the claim before trial and pay the 
Claimant £30,500 on account of his damages.

May 2022: Chris successfully represented a lady who was injured after a slipping accident 
at a supermarket. The Defendant agreed to settle the case and pay the Claimant £80,000 
on account of her damages.

March 2022: Chris successfully represented an electrician who made a high-value claim 
after being injured in an accident at work. The claim was complex and involved difficult 
issues of vicarious liability. With careful preparation of the case from Chris and his 
experienced solicitors, the Defendant agreed to settle the case and pay the Claimant over 
£100,000 for his damages and costs.


