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Practice Overview

Mark is a construction law specialist. With a wide and varied 
background having worked in both private practice and for contracting 
organisations as a chartered quantity surveyor prior to being called to 
the Bar, Mark offers a fresh perspective for his clients. 

A Fellow of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors and a Fellow 
of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, Mark has also spent time as a 
solicitor. He uses this varied and vast experience to demonstrate his in-
depth industry expertise to the benefit of all who instruct him.

Mark acts for parties at all points of the contractual chain on both 
contentious and non-contentious matters within the UK and Europe, 
and often up to several hundred million Euros in value. He provides 
pragmatic and commercially focused legal advice which draws on his 
first-hand experience of the construction and engineering industries. 
He is skilled in the drafting, analysis and negotiation of contract 
documentation and in the avoidance, management and resolution 
of disputes. 

Mark has extensive experience of both arbitration (domestic and 
international) and adjudication proceedings and has lectured widely 
on construction law matters in the UK and across Europe. He has 
substantial experience of the forms of contract in common use within 
the industry such as JCT, NEC3 and FIDIC and has particular experience 
advising in relation to major European rail and metro schemes.

Accredited as an adjudicator by the RICS, the CIArb, the Construction 
Industry Council and TECBAR and as an arbitrator by the CIArb and 
TECBAR, he is pleased to accept appointments as either adjudicator 
or arbitrator.

Mark is a registered Public Access practitioner.

Mark Smith

Call 1995

Clerks’ Details

 Colin Griffin 

 0161 817 7139

 Lynn Salter 

 0161 817 2754 

  

 Joe Mawson 

 0161 817 2753

 Appointments
•  Accredited Adjudicator
• Accredited Arbitrator

Memberships
•  Fellow of the Royal Institution of 

Chartered Surveyors 
•  Fellow of the Chartered Institute 

of Arbitrators
•  Member of the Technology and 

Construction Bar Association 
•  Member of the Society of 

Construction Law

Education
•  BSc (Hons) (Quantity Surveying & 

Construction Economics) University of 
Salford (First class; 1986)

•  LLB Manchester Metropolitan 
University (Distinction; 1993)
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Recommendations

“He has very good experience and gets on with clients as he speaks their language. He 
is able to create a very strong argument, is a very confident advocate and is very well 
prepared.”
Chambers and Partners 2020

“He is a former surveyor so he has a unique perspective for construction work. He 
understands the cases deeply, he is user-friendly and has unparalleled knowledge in 
construction law with a pleasant manner and a superb legal mind.”
Chambers and Partners 2020

“His industry experience gives him a great understanding of construction disputes.”
The Legal 500, 2020

“He is an excellent counsel with first-class construction knowledge.”
Chambers and Partners 2019

“Very personable and practical.”
The Legal 500, 2018/19 

“Assured, authoritative and a good problem solver.”
The Legal 500, 2017

“ Totally switched on – he is able to get to the heart of the problem very quickly.” 
The Legal 500, 2016

“ A ‘weapon of choice’ for complex drafting and advice on construction disputes.” 
The Legal 500, 2015

“ A construction specialist who acts at all stages of the contractual chain.”
The Legal 500, 2014


