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David Temkin KC  

Practice Overview
A newly-appointed silk, David specialises in serious crime, health and safety 
cases and professional disciplinary work (police and healthcare professionals). 
He prosecutes and defends in equal measure. He is regularly recommended in 
the UK’s Legal Directories (see Recommendations section).

As a junior, David’s experience and skills led to his early appointment to a 
number of national panels. He became a Grade 4 CPS advocate in 2011 and 
was soon appointed to the Rape and Serious Sexual Offences List and the 
Serious Crime Group Panel. He spent many years on the Attorney-General’s 
Unified List of Prosecution Advocates and the list of Specialist Regulatory 
Advocates (Health & Safety). He is one of the General Medical Council’s 
approved advocates.

In his criminal work, David is frequently instructed in high-profile cases of 
particular complexity, seriousness and sensitivity. Recent examples include 
murders, terrorist cases, baby-shaking fatalities, rape and child abuse trials, 
large-scale drug trafficking conspiracies and multi-million pound frauds.

In his health and safety work, David prosecutes (for the Health and Safety 
Executive) and defends companies facing criminal allegations. He has many 
years of experience and an exceptional record of success.

In his police work, David defends officers at all ranks before the criminal courts 
and in misconduct proceedings before the disciplinary panel. He has had 
particular triumphs in allegations of misconduct in public office and computer 
misuse.

David has a notable practice at the General Medical Council. He is particularly 
interested in healthcare regulation. He regularly conducts training courses for 
clinicians and NHS managers around the country. His in-depth knowledge 
and experience have resulted in glowing feedback from doctors, nurses and 
NHS directors.
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       Anthony Brown 

       0161 833 2722 

Appointments
• Visiting Professor, BPP University Law 
   School (2022) 
• Bencher of the Inner Temple (2021) 
• Queen’s Counsel (2021)
• Inner Temple Advocacy Trainer (2021)
• Member of the Bar Advisory Board, BPP     
   University Law School (2021) 
• Chair of Northern Circuit Continuing 
   Education (2020)
• Recorder (2018) authorised to try 
   serious sexual offences (2019)
• Visiting Lecturer in Professional 
   Discipline at the BPP University on the 
   Bar Professional Training Course (2015 
   - 2017) 
• Trainer for Northern Circuit Pupil 
   Supervisors (2016) 
• Northern Circuit Advocacy Trainer (2016) 
• Approved Pupil Supervisor (2014) 
  Memberships
• Criminal Bar Association
•  Association of Regulatory & Disciplinary 

Lawyers 
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Recommendations

Legal Directories

‘David is an exceptional advocate who gets to grips with the granular detail very quickly. 
His ability to rapidly identify the strengths and weaknesses of a case is second to none. 
David is not an aggressive advocate, his manner is calm, cool and collected. David can 
gently lead a jury to exactly where they need to be, in order to get the result he has been 
instructed to achieve.’ 
The Legal 500 2023

“He is a lovely person to work with who goes above and beyond. He’s great with lay 
clients.” 

“He is very well accepted by juries.” 
Chambers and Partners 2022

‘David’s attention to detail is extraordinary. The patience and understanding shown with 
sometimes difficult individuals makes him stand out from others. Nothing is ever too 
much trouble.’
The Legal 500 2022

“A superb advocate.” 

“He is a smooth performer and is great with clients.” 

“He is thorough, meticulous and courageous.”
Chambers and Partners 2021

“Widely and rightly regarded as the model senior junior of the circuit, he is an extremely 
effective communicator.”
The Legal 500 2021

“His client-care skills are exceptional and he is so diligent in his preparation. He’s always 
refreshingly calm.” 

“Extraordinarily good, with a very friendly and affable manner.”
Chambers and Partners 2020

“Knowledgeable with regards to all aspects of the law and an exceptional jury 
advocate.”
The Legal 500 2020

“A great advocate; judges respect him.” 
The Legal 500 2018/19 
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“Very hardworking and a great lawyer.” 
The Legal 500 2017

Instructing Solicitor Testimonials 
 
“David Temkin is one of the brightest barristers I know.” 
 
“David is our first choice to instruct in our most complex cases.” 
 
“The meticulous preparation that David undertakes for each and every case has proved 
absolutely invaluable time and time again.” 
 
“The assistance David provides to us as instructing solicitors and the rapport he 
establishes with clients reaffirms our decision to instruct him.” 
 
“The case involved the assimilation of a plethora of expert evidence and David 
impressed us with his unflappable style and clear presentation.” 
 
“David is always willing to go the extra mile to deliver advice via email and telephone 
out of office hours.” 
 
“It was largely due to David’s expertise and tenacity that the case was finally resolved.” 
 
“David is good at putting people at their ease, is able to explain matters in layman’s 
language and is refreshingly “down to earth”.” 
 
“Nothing seemed like too much trouble for him. He was professional yet extremely 
personable.”

Beyond the Bar

Trainer on courses around the UK for Healthcare Professionals and Medical Expert Witnesses

Junior of the Northern Circuit (2003)

Past winner of The Times Newspaper/Thomson Holidays Young Travel Writer of the Year

Drumming
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Education

Oxford University, BA Hons, Modern History, 1991-1994

Open University, Post-Graduate
 
Certificate In Education, 1995

City University, Graduate Diploma In Law, 1997-1998

 Inns of Court School of Law, Bar Vocational Course, 1998-1999Certificate In Education, 
1995


